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ornaments, ranged themselves in order and began to dance, sing,
and play on their instruments to please him. But Gautama,
whose mind was already turned away from the delights of the
world, paid no heed to the dance and fell into a slumber. Then
the women said: 'What shall we play, when he for whose pleasure
we perform is gone to sleep?1 Then they laid aside their instru-
ments where they had taken them up, and lay down. Only the
lamps, fed with fragrant oil, continued to burn. Then Gautama
awoke, and leaning on his arm on the couch, he saw the women
lying sleeping after they had flung aside their instruments. Spittle
ran out of the mouths of some, others were grinding their teeth,
others snoring, others again muttering in their sleep, or lying un-
covered and with open mouths. This repulsive sight rendered him
still more indifferent to the charms of sense. (Oh, horrible 1 dis-
gusting I' he cried, and thought seriously about adopting a life^ of
solitude. Thereupon, with the words, 'This is the day of separation
from the world/ he rose from his couch and went to the door,
calling his charioteer. Before fleeing with C h h a n n a, he thought,
' I will just look at my son,' and rising, he went towards the
apartments occupied by Rdhula's mother and entered her chamber.
RAhula's mother lay sleeping on a couch decked with flowers; her
right hand resting on the head of the child. Gautama remained
standing on the threshold and looked at them , he thought if
he removed his wife's hand he would wake her, and that thus his
movements would be impeded; if he became Buddha he would
come again and see his son; then he left the palace."

With Chhanna he fled in the night to the river A n o m & or
A na vam 4 ; there he gave to the faithful coachman his weapons,
his ornaments and his horse, exchanged clothes with a beggar, and,
living on alms,hastened to R&jagr;ha, the capital of the kingdom
of Ma gad ha. In RAjagr/ha he studies BrAhman philosophy,
but dissatisfied with this, he retires to the Uruvilv4 (P&li,
UruvelA) forest, where the temple of Bud d h a-G ay 4 now stands.
There he submits to the severest privations, till he sees the folly
of attempting to obtain enlightenment by enfeebling the body.
Tfce legend proceeds to describe the mental struggles through
whicfi Gautama passed under the fig-tree at Gay& as a victory over
creatures of a diabolical nature, which M Ar a, " the Evil One," the
demon of passion, had sent against him. In a following chapter
this struggle against MAra's seductions will be more fully noticed.

From the place where he obtained enlightenment, on the diamond
throne fyajrdsana), under the "tree of knowledge" (bodhi-
druma), Jie hastened back to the world to proclaim the way of
salvationr-victory over self and love towards all creatures. First
of all, he converts some merchants; then Brihmans and people of
all ranks. From among those who were willing to follow him as
disciples there aroSe by and by a body of monks (bhikshus), clad in
yellow and shaven, who became the foundation for the later